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Act 250

• VDHP looks at all Act 250 projects through weekly agenda provided 
by ANR/NRB.

• At least half of projects that ultimately need archaeological work are 
taken off agenda.  

• VDHP establishes archaeological sensitivity.

• Attends hearing to provide testimony or requests that District 
Commission keep undertaking open through Entry of Appearance.  
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• General result is that hearing/project is recessed until archaeological 
work is completed. 

• After end-of-field or report submittal, VDHP provides comment letter 
which may include conditions for site protection or further work.

• If consultant engaged prior to Act 250 application submittal, VDHP 
would provide comment letter concurring with recommendations.

• Hopefully, high degree of consultation concerning scope, findings, and 
any next steps has occurred before application submittal.
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Section 248
• More judicial process flow using lawyers once Certificate of Public 

Good petition is filed.

• Larger range of options depending on project type and size.

• VDHP/consultant testimony forms basis for historic site 
determination.

• For projects that need archaeological work, more likely than Act 250 
to have conditional comment letters or Memorandum of 
Understanding stipulating archaeological review steps
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Solar Overview

Yvonne Benney Basque

Historic Resources Specialist

House Bill 40:

55% renewable energy by 2017

75% renewable energy by 2032
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Solar Overview

Yvonne Benney Basque

Historic Resources Specialist

In the last six months:

• More than 100 projects up to 150 kW

• More than 70 projects between 150 kW and 500 kW

• At least 10 projects up to 5 Megawatt

• Much more to come…
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Solar Siting

Yvonne Benney Basque

Historic Resources Specialist

• High capacity transmission lines

• Quality and accessibility of terrain

• Local transmission capacity

• Agricultural and conservation

• Local regulations



Division for Historic Preservation

Solar Types and Sizing
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Solar Potential Impacts
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Solar Testing Strategies

Yvonne Benney Basque

Historic Resources Specialist



Division for Historic Preservation

Two Relevant Statutes:

Title 01 : General Provisions

Chapter 005 : Common Law; General Rights

Subchapter 003 : Access To Public Records

(20) Information that would reveal the location of archaeological sites 
and underwater historic properties, except as provided in 22 V.S.A. §
761.

Redaction
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http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/title/01
http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/01/005
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Title 22 : Libraries, History, And Information Technology

Chapter 014 : Historic Preservation

Subchapter 007 : Protection Of Archeological Information

§ 761. State archeologist; survey; protection of archeological sites

(a) The state historic preservation officer shall employ a state archeologist through the classified service who 
shall conduct and maintain a survey of sites of archeological and anthropological specimens located within the 
state. The state archaeologist shall make the survey available to agencies of the state government that, in his or 
her opinion, may conduct activities which may affect these archaeological or anthropological sites.

(b) All information regarding the location of archeological sites and underwater historic properties shall be 
confidential except that the state archeologist shall provide this information to qualified individuals or 
organizations, public agencies and nonprofit organizations for archeological and scientific research or for 
preservation and planning purposes when the state archeologist determines that the preservation of these 
properties is not endangered. (Added 1975, No. 109, § 4; amended 1989, No. 136 (Adj. Sess.), § 2; 1995, No. 
46, § 45.)
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http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/title/22
http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/22/014
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• With near total reliance on digital documentation, VDHP will be 
working to make sure site locational information does not get into the 
public arena.

• For state regulated projects, archaeological site reports can end up in 
the Act 250 database maintained by the NRB, or in project files stored 
at the PSB or in the ANR 248 litigation files. These storage areas are 
variously available for public access and downloading.  
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What this means for you

• Consultants will need to bring up the need for redaction early on in 
client discussions.

• Both un-redacted and redacted report versions will need to be 
produced.

• This could begin even at the scoping or ARA level where background 
site locational information could be provided to support conclusions 
and need for additional work.
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• End of Field Letters also will need to be redacted.

• Un-redacted documents submitted to client will need statement, 
minimally on cover page,  not for public disclosure.

• Full reports, management statements, scopes-of-work, etc. submitted 
to VDHP will be made available on ORC as soon as possible.

• We also need to be concerned about archaeological information 
shown on engineering documents. 

• Archaeological buffer zones without site number or sampling unit 
references may be ok. 
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• Federal Agencies such as FERC already have protocols for non-
disclosure of site sensitive information.  Not necessarily implemented 
in every case. 

• VDHP will be working with federal and state partners to increase 
awareness of this issue and establish best practices relative to 
providing needed archaeological information in a manner that does 
not compromise site integrity.
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Stockbridge-Munsee
Mohican

Ancestral Territory

Jess Robinson

State Archaeologist

Tribal Consultation
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Vermont Archaeological Inventory 
and the Online Resource Center
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Log in to the ORC using your ID and Password

Jess Robinson

State Archaeologist

Visit www.orc.Vermont.gov and click Archaeologist Sign In. Use the provided Username and Password
to log in to the ORC.

To take advantage of the new VAI features of the ORC, you must have an Archaeologist Login
To request login, please visit www.orc.Vermont.gov and click “Contact Us.”

http://www.orc.vermont.gov/
http://www.orc.vermont.gov/
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Look for the VAI Resources Tab
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There are many ways dig for information
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Site Number Search Box:

Entered By Search Box:

Jess Robinson

State Archaeologist



Division for Historic Preservation

There are several options for viewing your query:
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Click the magnifying glass next to the record you would like to view:

Click the magnifying glass to view the
record in a tabbed layout

After clicking the magnifying glass, you will be taken to a new page that displays the full record in a tabbed format for 
your chosen project (you can only view information in this view)
*NOTE* If you try to print from this layout, you will only print exactly what is shown on the screen. You will not print 
tabs that are not open. This example is not a full record.
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Click the small Printer Icon next to the record you would like to view and print:

After clicking the printer icon, you will be taken to a new page that displays the full record in a printer 
friendly format for your chosen project. 
*NOTE* This example is not a full record.
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Welcome to the ORC Maptoool!
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From the map, click on any site to get a snapshot of site data
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Basemap Options
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